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From the Director: by Karen Mangham 
Montessori Preschool Practical Life-More than Pouring Water 

To have a vision of the cosmic plan, in which every form of life depends on directed 

movements which have effects beyond their conscious aim, to understand the child’s 

work and be able to guide it better.   

    -Maria Montessori, the Absorbent Mind 

To the untrained eye, the Montessori Preschool/Kindergarten (ages 3-6) Practical Life activities appear to be, 

well, child’s play. On closer examination, however, activities that indirectly lead the child to grander things.  

 Take the simple task of pouring water, for example. At first glance, it comes across as ‘no big deal’. 

After all, the child is only pouring water. Take a closer look. Did you realize that the activities for pouring liquids 

come after the Montessori child has learned to transfer and pour solids? Why? There is greater chance for error 

when pouring liquids. Transferring and pouring solids offers an opportunity to practice those skills first with some-

thing that is easier to clean up.  

 Look again. Why are there so many pouring activities on the shelf? The Montessori Practical Life 

activities are graduated and isolated in difficulty. When transferring water from one container to another, we 

begin with the largest motor skill to isolate. In this case, we begin by transferring water from one bowl to another 

using a sponge. The child concentrates on using whole arm and hand movements. Once that is mastered, the 

child moves on to pouring from one pitcher to another, one pitcher to one glass, one pitcher to three glasses. 

Each activity introduces a new level of difficulty.  

 So why all the emphasis on pouring? I thought if you knew how to pour water without spilling it, you 

were finished. The Practical Life activities are indirectly preparing the Montessori child for something larger. 

There is, so to speak, a behind-the-scenes theme happening simultaneously. First, the child is preparing for 

more complex works that require more steps. This builds concentration. Second, the child  is now able to pour 

herself something to drink when she is thirsty. This builds independence. Third, the child is able to serve others 

something to drink without spilling. This builds coordination.  Fourth, the child has learned to evaluate how much 

water is in the pitcher and estimate how much should be poured into each glass so that they are equal. This is 

developing a mathematical mind. And last, but certainly not least, the Montessori child has developed small 

muscle control by moving from a whole hand to a pincer-grip movement. This is an indirect preparation for hold-

ing a pencil and writing.  

 On the surface, pouring is simply that, pouring water. However, dive a little deeper and you’ll find it 

is much more. 
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2016 
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Celebrations of Life 
 

Sarenah Walker  11/1 

Philip Brown   11/3 

Kalli Holderfield  11/3 

Miss Toni   11/4 

Emily Fripp  11/5 

James Morgan  11/8 

Aanika Das  11/12 

Madisyn Gibson  11/14 

Andrea Ferina  11/20 

Morgan Bernstein 11/29 

Piper Stavely  11/30 

 

 

 November 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 Montessori “For 

Small Hands” cat-

alogue sales 

begin 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 Montessori 

Night Mellow 

Mushroom 5 

PM-9PM 

17 18 Donuts 

with Dad 

19 

20 21 Thanksgiving 

Holiday, school 

closed 

22 Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

23Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

24 Thanksgiv-

ing Holiday 

25 Thanks-

giving Holi-

day 

26 

27 28 Staff Planning 

Day 

29 Students Re-

turn 

30    

 

“When children come in contact with nature, they reveal their 

strength .” 

       ~Maria Montessori  
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Thank yous to: 
 

~Katie and Zeke Terrell for spreading mulch on the 

toddler walkway. 

 

~Jim Huffstetler for replacing all our playground & 

walkway landscape timbers and repaired playground structures.  

 

~Toni Joseph, Mary & Mac Huffstetler for sealing and painting toddler 

porches. 

 

~Marina Cole, Zeke and Katie Terrell, Lindsey Childs, Martha Roddenberry 

for helping with Lower Elementary silent reading.  

 

~Alex Cuthbert for donating 2 picnic tables.  

 

~Jalila Krichi for gardening help.  

 

~Jonathan Carver for cutting down dead trees on the nature trails and 

playground.  

 

~Shelly Tyson for being Box Top Coordinator.  

 

~Katie Terrell, Ashley Thillainathan, Samantha Dunn, Sarah Fripp, Lydia 

Sutherland, Marina Cole, and Davi Buxton for assisting with picture day.  

 

~Janice Whitaker and family, Ashley Thillainathan, Sarah Fripp, and “Miss” 

Brenda for providing a toddler pumpkin patch day.  

 

~Don Sexton for assembling picnic tables.  

 

~David Childs for  setting up new lamina-

tor. 

New Students 
Please add our new students to your directory: 

 
Toddler Class: 
Callista Kabuye 
1634 Ginny Dr.  

Macon, GA 31220 
478-954-9992 

Mable and Flex  Kabuye 
mablekabuye@yahoo.com 

 
Miss Ellen’s class: 

Rishabh Singh 
4932 Romeiser Dr. 
Macon, GA 31206 

850-766-9587 
Preeti Singh 

Singh.preeti13@gmail.com 
 
 

“A child’s objective in working is the work itself.” 
Maria Montessori  
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Used Ink Cartridges are 

worth $$$ to us. Please 

put empty computer ink 

cartridges in a ziplock 

baggie and send them to 

school. We can recycle 

them and turn trash into 

cash! 

PUBLIX 

Use your Publix Partner 

Card when buying gro-

ceries at Publix. We will 

receive a monetary re-

ward quarterly. 

Box Tops for Education 
 

 

Clip and save the “Box Tops for Education” 

labels from General Mills products.  

 

 

 

 

Usborne Book Fair 

We earned $533.98 profit in books from Usborne 

Book Fair. Thanks to everyone who shopped!! 

Montessori Services 

“Small Hands” Cata-

logue Sales…. 

 
 

Check your child’s book-

bag for the catalogue- 

Info  coming  soon!! 

Mellow Mushroom 
Night 

 

November 16th  
5 PM-9PM 

 
10% of ALL sales that 

night will go to our 
school!!! 

Kroger 
We received $18.33 from Kroger 

Plus Card for Education 
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Friday, November 18, 8;30-9:30 AM for all students 
 

All dads are invited to drop in for coffee and donuts or bagels and have a 

“lesson” in the class with your child before going off to work. If dad is not 

available, mom or a grandparent may attend. 

Each child will present one or two lessons and give the parent a chance to try. 

There are some ground rules for parents  to follow: 

`TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES 

`Use a quiet voice in the class so as not to disturb the concentration of others 

who are working.  

`walk carefully around floor mats of other children, 

`only use materials your child has shown you and lessons the teacher has pre-

sented to the child.  

`thank your child for sharing the materials.  

`prepare the child ahead of time you will be coming for a short visit  and that 

when you leave, he/she will be staying at school until dismissal. (This is espe-

cially important for children ages 18 months  to 3 years.) 

`if you are not available to attend this event, please send someone in your 

place. 

`it will also be okay if you plan to stay a bit longer or if you want to take your 

child back  home afterward. 

 

No child wants to be left out. Inform your child whom to expect. 

 

We are looking forward to your visit! 
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Picture Day and Fire Drills 

The children did a wonderful job 

during picture day. Ms. Amy 

(photographer) said that she was 

impressed with our little  ones. 

She noticed that they were com-

fortable and we like to think its 

because they feel safe here at 

school. We work hard to make 

sure they feel that they are cared 

for  and in a safe place. With that 

being said , we also had a Fire 

Drill. It was our first one. We 

talked about what a fire drill is 

and what we are expected to do. 

The children listened to every-

thing that was said and did 

GREAT!! We will be having anoth-

er one soon and we will see if 

they remember. We believe that 

they will. We believe in our 

kiddos! 

We are excited about getting started this month. November brings LOTS of beauti-

ful colors and we have SO MUCH to be thankful for. We will be talking about being 

thankful and things we can do to show Thankfulness. Being grateful is not only 

something to talk about, but, it is something  that children this age need to SEE!! 

Tell them things you are thankful for. Let them hear that  you are grateful.  

This month in our classroom, we will be working hard in our practical life areas. We 

will be learning about table setting and talking about different ways to help with 

table setting at home AND cleaning up after our meals. Be ready to have a little 

helper that knows exactly what to do during the holidays. The children already 

worked hard with all of the cleaning skills that they have learned. It is too cute to see 

children come from all around the classroom with dust pans and brushes and dust-

ers and hand towels when someone spills or makes a mess. They know what to do! 

We also are excited about introducing our Brown Stair (Broad Stair) to learn more 

about broad and narrow. The children have already shown a big interest in it. The 

children are working more on recognizing numbers and counting one to one. They 

really enjoy counting objects. They haven been really interested in our geometric 

shapes and solids. It is so impressive what all they can learn and remember.  

We hope to see more parents sign up for Fun Fridays and maybe Door Greeters. We 

always have a place for you here in our Toddler House. Please just ask if you would 

like to participate or just have one day that you would like to visit and help with a 

craft or maybe playground monitor. We love having you here. Thank  you for shar-

ing your child with us. We love them all and it shows.  

HAVING FUN IN PRIMARY ONE 

NOVEMBER 

Autumn leaves are falling 

down...Red...Yellow...Brown! We are 

in another new month with lots of 

Fall colors. We had so much fun in 

October...decorating our 

porch...carving pumpkins… Fun Fri-

day crafts...and PUMPKIN PATCH!! 

The children have had so much fun 

talking about all these special days. 

The Toddler  Teachers are so proud 

to have such loving, excited , and 

giving parents! Thank you to all the 

parents who volunteered their time, 

efforts and love to make our building 

and classroom BEAUTIFUL, and to 

those who sent “special gifts” to the 

teachers...we like to call them Hugs. 

<3 
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Miss Ellen and Taibat’s class 

 September and October 
are over, and the classroom is showing signs of normalization.  This is a 
term that Montessori used. In this context, it means that the children have 
learned the ground rules, become friends with each other, and are pro-
gressing with serious work, each at his or her own level. Each day has a 
comforting rhythm and repetitive quality; the children know what to ex-
pect.  

 In November, the practical life activities center around preparing 
for a meal. Sorting, silverware, polishing silver, arranging flowers, fold-
ing napkins, and setting the table are all on the shelves. Autumn leaves 
occupy much of the science shelves, and a closer look at England is on 
the cultural geography shelf. Our repertoire of line-time songs and 
games is increasing as the children gain patience and social skills, and 
we read a story almost every day.  

 We give special thanks to Morgan’s family, who sent us the 
pumpkin that we made into a jack-o-lantern. Thank you also to Miles’ 
mom and Muhammad’s mom, who come on Thursdays to do special pro-
jects with the children.  
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Miss Eileen & Miss Chhabi’s class 

 

 We welcome in the fall  season with cooler weather coming in, although 

we are still seeing some pretty warm days. It’s time to change out our change of 

clothes. Please send in clothes for cooler weather and we will send home the sum-

mer clothes. Please remember this. Some children get upset when they don’t have a 

change of clothes when needed and have to borrow. We have been very busy in our 

Practical Life area. We are picking corn kernels to take to the feeder (also good for 

finger muscles.) Washing the pumpkin is popular and hammering pegs in a pumpkin. 

Our food preparation was spreading cream cheese on pumpkin shape bread to 

serve to a friend or enjoy ourselves. We also have out lots of art and collage activi-

ties along with painting at the easel or watercolors. Sewing baskets are also out with 

sewing a pumpkin or leaf. We have been busy polishing, too. So if you need some 

help at home, we have been practicing! 

 We had the study of spiders in our Science area and we loved learning  the 

new words-arachnid and cephalothorax. We made a spider web on a plate and add-

ed spiders on our Wonderful Wednesday. Thank you to our Parent Volunteers. You 

make this a very special time for us.  

 On our Language Shelf, we have added some baskets of rhyming objects, 

sequence cards and opposites This  pre-language is very important when learning to 

read. We are busy learning sounds and work building.  

In our Geography area, we are learning about our continent of North America. We 

began our study with the animals. The children have enjoyed matching these ani-

mals to cards. They have learned how some animals are mountain climbers and that 

the ocean animal, the manatee, is also called a sea cow because he is as big as a 

cow! Wow! We will continue our study and go to the United States and then to our  

state, Georgia. We have been taking turns with the journaling of “Little Dinosaur.” 

We can’t wait to read these adventures and see who gets to take him home next. 

Thank you for your promptness in getting “Little Dinosaur” back on Monday for his 

bath and preparation for his next adventure.  

 O.K. Dads! Its that time of year again. Donuts with Dad will be on Novem-

ber 18. Can’t wait to see you, Dads! 

 We ended our month with carving a jack-o-lantern and watching him glow 

while working in the room. Now let’s get ready for our thankful season of Thanksgiv-

ing. Thank you for allowing us to spend wonderful days with your child.  
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 October was fun with our study of the land and water forms. We have been learning the names 

and finding them on our globe or maps.  We made our own land form out of salt dough. We waited pa-

tiently for it to dry before painting.  We have traced and punched out land forms to make a poster or book. 

We are learning the names of our 5 oceans in our world. We talked about the layers in the ocean too. Many 

sea life and plants live in our oceans in the different layers. We made an ocean scene on a clear plate for 

fun.  

 Our study of money begins with the penny and nickel. We have had fun playing the “what is miss-

ing” game and learning values of these coins. We learned the presidents are on the coins, too. We are add-

ing these coins together to play the buying game. We will be adding more coins soon.  

 Singing and dancing is always fun and we try to practice this everyday. We love singing our days of 

the week and poem about left and right and even a song about money.  We have been busy with reading, 

working with farm labeling and math in many areas. We are growing and  learning! 

 

Kindergarten 
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The elementary class continued to learn about the universe, taking a clos-

er look at star nebulae, constellations, planets and the parts of the sun. 

We will hone in on our own planet Earth in November examining rock for-

mations, forces of the earth (magnetism, electricity, air pressure, etc.) We 

will introduce our new landform and continent mats and task cards and 

the Timeline of Life of our planet.  

 

We would like to thank Jalila Krichi for working with us in our garden. The 

children prepared the soil by removing old garden plants from the spring 

crop, turning the soil, and adding chicken manure and bone meal for nu-

trients. They planted onions, garlic , fennel, cabbage, lettuce, and collards. 

The seeds and bulbs are sprouting now. We are hoping for a successful 

harvest.  

 

We will begin our monthly homework projects in November. The first pro-

ject is a physical science experiment to demonstrate in class. Project 

showing is November 15.  

Lower Elementary 
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After Care News 

 In our aftercare environment, Miss Meagan and Miss 

Lindsey make sure the activities are an extension of  the stu-

dent’s  everyday classroom. The students can choose activities 

such as dry pouring, spooning, one to one correspondence 

and several art activities as well. We hear everyday from our 

student’s mouths that “aftercare is so much fun!” 

 

 


