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Welcome New Student 

In Miss Ellen’s class... 

Zander Moore 

884 Lite-N-Tie Rd. 

Macon, GA 31211 

Jason and Haley Moore 

478-960-7083 

Haley2man@gmail.com 

The following “tenet of Montessori” was taken from Understanding Montessori by Maren 
Schmidt. 

She (the directress) understands and believes that the children must be free to choose their 
own occupations just as they must never be interrupted in their spontaneous activities. No 
work may be imposed –no threats, no rewards, no punishments. ~Maria Montessori, The Absor-
bent Mind, page 240. 

Freedom within Limits 

The ideas of freedom within and freedom linked to responsibility are 
concepts that people sometimes have difficulty understanding. The 
freedoms in a Montessori classroom are to be safeguarded by the 
adults in charge. It is the freedom within limits of responsibility that 
create the essential dynamic of a Montessori classroom.  

Children in Montessori classrooms aren't free to do anything  they 
like, but as mentioned with E.M. Standing’s story, children do know 
that “we like what we do.” 

To the outside observer, it may appear  the children are allowed to do 
anything they like. Sometimes parents become disgruntled because 
their child isn't allowed to do a certain lesson or to do somersaults 
across the classroom. These parents are under the misperception that 
children in a Montessori classroom are allowed to do anything they 
like.  

What we should see when we observe a classroom are children who 
“like what they do.” One of the reasons they like what they do is that 
they understand the limits of their freedom. As I used to tell my stu-
dents, “You are not here to roll around on the floor, run around the 
classroom, or be loud and rowdy with your friends. We are all here to 
work, learn, and have fun. The freedom you have is with your choice 
of work.”  

Children intuitively understand the truth and power in those words.  

In a few short weeks, children new to the classroom respond to the 
gift of a prepared Montessori environment and use free choice and 
freedom within limits to truly choose what they do and do what they 
choose.  

Free choice allows the child to select meaningful work.  
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Pre-registration 

Pre-registration is January 23-27. Un-

doubtedly, many of you are contem-

plating your child’s schooling for the 

next year. You may have received re-

cruitment calls from other schools. 

Consider your investment thus far with 

St. Andrews Montessori and the poten-

tial outcomes of completing a 3-year 

cycle, or moving into the elementary 

level.  

The benefits your child receives in the 

preschool give him/her a tremendous 

foundation. The Montessori elementary 

program builds on this foundation and 

continues to enhance the life skills 

needed for all future success. In the 

elementary program, your child gains 

not only a wider breadth of knowledge 

but a deeper understanding of what he/

she has learned. Most importantly, he/

she learns how to use this knowledge to 

 

-Mac Huffstetler, Eliza Buck, Nicholas Cole, Will Wade, “Miss” Cyndy 
for their wonderful musical performances at our holiday entertain-
ment.  

`All the parent helpers who provided Christmas party snacks:  Marina 
Cole, Katie Terrell, Tina Lyu, Laura Wilson, Lindsey Childs, Ashely Thil-
lainathan, Eli Fripp, Samantha Dunn, and Lydia Sutherland.  

-All the families who contributed to the teachers' “holiday bonus”. If 
you desire a donation receipt for tax purposes, please contact Tiffany 
in the office.  

-To James and Jen Bernstein and David and Lindsey Childs who pro-
vided Hanukkah activities for the preschool classes.  

 

 

Thank-You!!!! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 Students return  3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 Dairy Queen 

Family Night  

11 12 13 14 

15 16 Parent/

Teacher conference, 

school closed 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 Pre-

registration for Fall 

2017 

24 Pre-

registration for Fall 

2017 

25 Pre-registration 

for Fall 2017 

26 Pre-

registration for Fall 

2017 

 

Snowball Dance 

27 Pre-

registration for Fall 

2017 

 

Staff Planning, school 

closed 

28 

29 30 31     

January 2017 

Our fundraiser monies at work!! 
We have added a few improvements during the winter 

break by putting to use some of our fundraiser dollars. The 
toddler building now has a new awning for arrival and dis-
missal plus a spruced up outdoor classroom area, and we 
also have new flooring in the restroom of one of our pre-

school classrooms.  
Thank you all for your continued support.  



Progress Reports 

Progress Reports will go out by mid 

January. These are to inform you of 

the lessons your child has mastered 

thus far.  

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences  

Parent/Teacher Conferences are 

scheduled for January 16. School 

will be closed that day. This is an 

opportunity to discuss progress 

and expectations, ask questions, 

and share with each other. Please 

call Tiffany in the office between 

8:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. at 478-

474-4465 to schedule your ap-

pointment. Call soon as appoint-

ment times fill up quickly.  

 

Fundraisers 

Kroger Community 

Rewards received 

$27.20 

 

Boxtops for Education 

$77 received  

 

 

Calendar Change for February!!!!! 

Important Information!!!! 

Dear Parents, We are making a calendar change for February. Originally, 

we had planned a school closing for Monday, February 20, which is Presi-

dent’s Day. However, the MEPI International Montessori Conference is 

coming up the following weekend, February 24-26. This year, we have 8 

teachers who will be attending. In order to have travel time, we are 

going to close the school at noon on Thursday, February 23, but we will 

remain open on Monday, the 20th. Friday, February 24, is a scheduled 

staff planning day. School will be closed for staff  to attend the confer-

ence.  

Celebrations of Life 

  Suri Patel   12/24 
“Miss Cyndy”  12/29 
Carter Jackson  1/4 
Callista Kabuye  1/7 
Wren Hutton    1/18 
Frost Ramsay       1/23 
Norah Levy       1/23 
Katherine Cuthbert  1/31 

 

St. Andrews Montessori 

School Spirit Night 

 

Dairy Queen-1608 Bass Rd.  

By Flash Food Mart 

 

Tuesday, January 10 

3PM-8PM 

 
***You must tell them you are repre-

senting St. Andrews Montessori and 

10% of your order goes back to the 

school.  

****Sitting Dates for January**** 

 

**Saturday Sitting** 

January 14th-  9am-12 noon 

 

**Friday Night Date Night** 

January 20th-  6 pm– 10:00 pm 

 

Call school office 474-4465 or text  

Ms. Toni 733-9036   ($25.00 paid to Ms. Toni) 



 Having Fun in Primary One!!! 

 

Happy New Year!!!  Its so hard to believe that the new year is already here. The children were so excited to get 
back to class and see all the new gifts that they gave in December. They were all loving that the items were on the 
shelves and being available for everyone. Some of the children are still bringing things in. They love sharing with 
us and with their friends. They all came in with the sweetest stories to tell of how they spent the holidays with 
friends and family. We want to thank all of those who participated in our Christmas Party. The gifts and sweets and 
decorations and helping hands were very much appreciated. 
We want to remind of the c-c-c-old weather and to remember to send clothes for warmer bodies. We won’t be go-
ing to the playground if the weather is too cold so we will be inside working hard. We have so much the children 
are interested in. We have been working more on one to one correspondence and number recognition. The chil-
dren love counting objects. They are also loving the beautiful geometric solids we have in our classroom and talk-
ing about the geometric shapes. 
 We also had a Police Officer come and visit with us. Officer Bivins spent the whole morning with the children. He 
came to show his Police Car and to say a few words. But the children would not allow him to leave. They loved 
having him in the classroom and he enjoyed being with the children. They were showing him all kinds of lessons. 
Afterwards we decided to pop Popcorn! One of our silly little kiddies made a funny and so of course the snack for 
the day was “COP CORN”. LOL   Officer Bivins loved the fun we were having and says he would love to come 
back again. It was a great day. 
Its always a Great Day in our Toddler House. We always have fun in Primary One! 
Blessigs to the start of your New Year….and many Blessings Year round.  
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 Miss Ellen and Miss Taibat’s Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 We had fun in December learning about Germany and all the Christmas tradi-

tions that started there. We learned that its capital city is Berlin, its tall 

mountains are the Alps, and one of its famous castles inspired the Disney Castle. 

We sang “O Tannenbaum” (O Fir Tree) and sang and danced to “Liebe Schwester, 

tanz’ mit’ mir” (With my fingers I click, click, click. ) Morgan’s mom, Jen 

Bernstein, came and told us about Hanukkah, its menorah and dreidels, and brought 

us potato latkes to sample. In  January, we will begin our study of the continent 

of Asia.  

 On the Science shelf, we had experiments and experiences with magnetism, 

sinking and floating, electricity, weight, and sound last month. This month, there 

are many activities on color mixing and rainbows. Zoe’s mom, Jessica Ramsay, came 

and did a color mixing project with us based on the favorite book, Mouse Paint.   

 Thanks to all the families who sent us gifts for the holidays! They will be 

appearing on our shelves as the year goes on. We appreciate every one of them! 

Each child in the class has made great progress in many ways this school year. We 

look forward to seeing you for parent conferences in a few weeks to tell you all 

about it! 

 

 



Miss Eileen and Miss Chhabi’s class  
December was a short month but we were busy with work. The class room smelled so good with grating nut-

meg and putting cloves in an orange. The children loved making holiday ornaments to take home or to dec-

orate our classroom. Thank you to Jie’s mom and dad, Lydia and Smokey, for helping us make ornaments for 

our own trees. We made collages, painted and made our favorite yearly cinnamon ornaments, too. Thank 

you to Rebecca, Mary Ryan’s mom, for coming to help. We cut bread and served our friends in the food 

prep area. January will be fun with grating cheese and making our own quesadilla to eat. We will also be 

grating soap and using the flakes to make bubbles with the egg beater. We also had a Hanukkah celebra-

tion. Nathan’s mom and dad came and told us the story of Hanukkah. We played the dreidel game and ate 

delicious potato latkes. We learned about the Menorah and how the candles were lit each day. Thank you 

to David and Lindsey for coming and sharing your special holiday with us. 

We also celebrated with a Christmas Party, Montessori style. We opened gifts for our classroom and ate deli-

cious goodies. Thank you so much for these gifts. We look forward to using these in the New Year, 2017! 

 We will begin with our study of birds in January in our science area and travel to the continent of 

South America and learn about the animals that live there. We have been rhyming objects and reading sto-

ries with rhymes in our language studies. We are working on pre-reading skills with rhyming, opposites, go-

togethers, sequencing, and are learning many sight words too. 

 January is a cold month so please remember to send a warm set of clothes for your child to change 

into in case of an accident. Please label all coats, jackets, or sweaters with your child’s name. 

 Parent teacher conferences are on January 16th. We love to share with you all the progress that your 

child is making. Please have any questions ready for us! We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Kindergarten Newsletter  
We will continue working hard learning about the biomes of North America. We have been studying the Po-

lar Region climate and animals. We read a story about an Indian boy who carved a wooden Indian in a ca-

noe and set him out on the frozen waters that melted into the sea. The wood Indian set off on a journey 

through the Great Lakes. The book is entitled “Paddle to the Sea”. We made our own Paddle puppet to take 

home. Many adventures were made. Please get your child to tell you about them. We will go to the Desert 

biome next and see what new thing we can learn about the animals that live there. 

 We will continue counting money, reading, writing, adding and learning about fractions. We love 

adding a page to our journal every week and Wednesday projects are always fun. 

 

 





 Snowball 

Dance 2017  
For the entire family  

**Raffle** 
Items to be raffled off are: 

 

~$95 REGISTRATION FEE 

~$150 ACTIVITY FEE 

~$500 OFF OF TUITION 

~Time with toni (details tba) 

 

Raffle tickets may be bought before hand in 

the office or the night of the dance.  

$25 for 1 ticket 

$40 for 2 tickets 

$50 for 3 tickets 

Free admission!! 



Lower Elementary  
 

The 3rd Great Lesson in the lower elementary curriculum is “the coming of Human 
Beings.” This lesson involves a timeline with a toad and a human hand to symbolize the 

three gifts that make humans special: a mind to imagine, a hand to do work, and a 
heart that can love. This lesson will lead the children to study the beginnings of civi-

lizations and the fundamental needs of man.  
We will explore the basis of all life-the cell. We will learn the name and function of 

some of the cell organelles. The needs of man are both material and spiritual. We will 
learn about the history of shelter, clothing, transportation and more.  

We have been reading chapter books about a character name “Flat Stanley.” Each 
Student will make a “Flat Stanley” paper doll to mail. We can’t wait for our “Flat 

Stanleys” to return from adventures far and wide. 
We have been harvesting lettuce and spinach from our garden. We also have repot-
ted our fall pumpkins and are interested in watching the “circle of life” take place 

before our eyes.  
We are proud of the progress our students have made thus far. We look forward to 

discussing this more with you at our Parent-Teacher conference.   


